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 Schedule Burldlng

Schedules

" Examples of structure for work and play perlods are included in
this section.. Structure suggestlons range from the most. struc-

dents on task and with transrtrons) to the /east structured (which
may be a teacher’s personal goal set for the end of the year, if the
first part of the year was: extremely structured).
« Centers: Assigned and Rotated
- » Work Times: . Curriculum:Directed v
- Centers: Teacher Selected and Free Choice Activities .~
. * Centers: Integrated Curticulum

Schedules for young-children-are-structured enough to provide
'security, allow the child.to know what is going-to happen next
: ~.and are flexible enough to meet the needs of various children at

g - " various times. Short, chopped-up periods:of time do. not allow
ohlldren the depth of mvolvement that they need. Long extended, periods of tlme spent sitting and
takrng turns will only cause problems

"As ohrldren enter the room, give them trme to ‘adjust to the transition from home to school They
should know what is expected They are allowed to socialize. and must be ready to start the day’'s

activities wrthrn ashort time. Time elapsed from the start of school to the end of this actlvrty should

‘be five to10 mrnutes dependrng on the size of the group

Children, need time_to_get focused for the day. Some may remember from the day before where
they-want to start. Others need more direction.. A group tlme at the beginning of the day to get
focused helps most children. However extended circle times whrch involve calendar, weather
- countmg sequenolng, milk count, attendance; etc, ‘will only Cause problems Thlstransrtron erI not
be smooth Crr’ole time should be over in 10 mlnutes or less.  ~ :

Chrldren should get rrght to work or play About erght to 12 statrons or oenters provide ample oppor-
tunities for twenty -four chrldren to have variety,-choice and meaningful experiences in the class-
room. Areas tor readrng, Wr ng, Irstenrng playrng, burldlng. oonstructrng, creating, solving, predict-
ing, testlng, movrng and singing, allow for integrated exploration of various themes and topics.
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“tured (whrch" Will cause the ‘most problems with keeping stu-
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Schedale B‘dné"ing

Theoretloally thls does not: allow for ohrl

'S mterest ohorce variety,. eto.;- ThlS method allows

% & & &§ B N B BR-H B BB BHBEBE

every child to experrence every center each’ week but groups remain the same, children can-
hot leave: when they'are finished or stay:if they’ aren’t.’ Because théy cannot choose which cen-
ter to go to a varrety of activrtres must be presented at each oenter
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Wark Times::-Curriculum Directed

In.the early grades ef"'elem'e"'r‘rtary school, teachers are often éﬁrded' by the curriculum selected
forthe grade. The day seems to be drrected by the Curnculum Teachers work hard to make
sure all the material is covered :

Children-meet: Currrculum reqwrements but subjects are |so!ated and dlSJornted not rntegrated

and meaningful.
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Centers: ‘Teacher Selected and
..Free.Choice Actrvrtres (FCA)

Provrde four to flve aotlvrty centers each Week Where chrldren choose from three to five devel-,
opmentally approprrate activities to complete Each student goes to one Center a day fora spe

cific ‘amount of tima. " Adjusttime o trie children; starting. with at 16ast 10 minutes’ for the'four:
year-olds. At the end of a specific time, children may choose to stay where they aré’ of go o
another center. -The only: rule. governing- this-schedule is that-only-children-assigned to a.cen-
ter may be at the- center:. (The chlldren are: really not takrng charge of thelr educatlon pecause;
teachers select the actrvrtres for piacement in the centers and room: ) T T ) '

]

Schedule Building

Using this process, children perform ispecific activities that may be skrll or theme speon‘rc.‘
‘Children try new things in a safe envrronmeht with frrends there to gurde or help them They'
also'have a free choice: actrvrty (FCA) e by
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nters:  Integrated Curriculy
The__,‘té_a her plans int rated themes béée‘d on student interest ana'__.'l'eed. ‘Work stations
include necessary equipment, reference materials and supplies. Students contract to work on
specific skills | ectives. Work'is documented in student portfolios with
teachersstudent conferences held one o thiree times weekly or as needed,.during the.work sta-
tion time. ™ e '

and to learn spedific obj

Wlththls method, Childrén':ére allowed extended work times to get involved with contracted sub-

jects or skills. The teacher is free to work with individual children-and small groups to determine
what skills and concepts need to'be-addressed in the large-group times. The transition at the
beginning of the day allows children to.enter the room and:get right to work, allowing for few
disruptions.
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